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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to Applicants amendments, filed on February 23, 2003 
have been considered but are deemed moot in view of new ground of rejections below. 

2. Claims 25, 34, 52, 59, 80, 89 and 1 13 are amended. Claim 63 is canceled. And 
claims 1-62 and 64 121 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-62 and 64-88 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rebane (6,662,192). 

With respect to claim 1-5, Rebane discloses, acquiring a search result (survey 
questionnaire), responsive to the search request, see (fig. la-g, col. 8, lines 61-67 to 
col. 8, lines 1-67 to col. 10, lines 1-54, col. 13, lines 21-67 to col. 14, lines 1-46); 
selecting a plurality of individuals who were previously in communication with at least 
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one of the information sites over the packet-switched network (Internet) and who meet 
at least one predefined criterion selected by the user, see (fig. 17, categories, col. 33, 
lines 7-18); retrieving (by searching, fig, 18) from a database a plurality of evaluations of 
at least one of the information sites, the evaluations being provided by the plurality of 
individuals for the plurality of information sites (fig. 18, for instance, , Store Name, 
Outpost.com, Mercate, Inc, eCost.com, etc), see (fig. 18, col. 33, lines 18-67); and 
forwarding a rating based on the evaluations to the user over the packet switched 
network, see (fig. 18, col. 33, lines 18-67). Rebane does not explicitly disclose network 
address for the plurality of information sites. However, the network address for the 
information sites is URL (network address). And Rebane discloses URL (such as, 
Outpost .com, Ecost.com, etc., are all Internet address that are provided to users), see 
(fig. 18). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art the time of the invention was made to include network address for the plurality of 
information sites in the system of the Rebane. Because network address is used to 
communicate in network or Internet system. 

With respect to claims 6-7, 35-36, and 61-62, Rebane discloses, the evaluations 
are quantitative evaluations and qualitative evaluations (fig. la-g, col. 8, lines 61-67 to 
col. 8, lines 1-67 to col. 10, lines 1-5). 
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With respect to claim 8, Rebane discloses, the rating includes a ranking of the 
plurality of information sites, see (fig. la-g, col. 8, lines 61-67 to col. 8, lines 1-67 to col. 
10, lines 1-5). 

With respect to claims 9-12, 37-40, and 64-67, Rebane discloses, the packet- 
switched network is the Internet and the network address is an Internet address, and 
internet address, site, is URL, see (fig. la-g, col. 8, lines 61-67, such as. Outpost .com, 
Ecost.com, etc). 

With respect to claims 13, 41 , and 68. Rebane discloses, the user interface 
device is a personal computer, see (12. fig. 3. col. 14, lines 47-67 to col. 15, lines 1-65). 

With respect to claims 16, 43. and 71, Rebane discloses, the plurality of 
individuals providing an evaluation includes a plurality of participants and the window 
further includes a pull-down menu that includes the series of predefined criteria for 
selecting a subset of the participants, see (fig. la-g, col. 8. lines 61-67 to col. 8, lines 1- 
67 to col. 10, lines 1-5). 

With respect to claims 17, 44 and 72, Rebane discloses, the predefined criteria 
include self-rated levels of expertise in predefined categories, see (fig. la-g, col. 8, lines 
61-67 to col. 8. lines 1-67 to col. 10, lines 1-5). 
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With respect to claims 18, 45 and 73, Rebane discloses, the predefined criteria 
are selected from the group consisting of activities, hobbies, demographics, subjects 
studied, and professional affiliations, see (fig. la-g, col. 8, lines 61-67 to col. 8, lines 1- 
67 to col. 10, lines 1-5). 

With respect to claims 19-21 , 46-48 and 74-76, Rebane discloses, the user and 
the plurality of individuals are subscribers to a common service, internet service 
provider, operated by search engine operator, see (fig. 3, col. 14, lines 47-67 to col. 15, 
lines 1-65). 

With respect to claims 22, 49 and 77, Rebane discloses, the window includes a 
text box for receiving user evaluations of the information site, see (fig. la-g, col. 8, lines 
61-67 to col. 8, lines 1-67 to col, 10, lines 1-5). 

With respect to claims 23, 50 and 78, Rebane discloses, the pull-down menu that 
includes a list of predefined ratings reflecting user evaluations of the information site, 
see (fig. la-g, col. 8, lines 61-67 to col. 8, lines 1-67 to col. 10, lines 1-5). 

With respect to claims 24, 51 and 79, Rebane discloses, pull-down menu that 
includes a list of predefined ratings reflecting user evaluations of the information site, 
see (fig. 1a-g, col. 8, lines 61-67 to col. 8, lines 1-67 to col. 10, lines 1-5). 
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With respect to claims 25-28, 52-54 and 80-83, Rebane discloses, forwarding an 
advertisement to the user over the packet-switched network (Internet), wherein 
advertisement is as separate from a forwarding rating and the advertisement is provided 
in the window and the advertisement based at least in part on the search request and 
based at least in part on user information located in the database, see (fig, 3, col. 14, 
lines 47-67 to col. 15, lines 1-65 pop-up window is used for advertisement banner on 
web browser). 

With respect to claims 29 and 84, Rebane discloses, the search request is a key 
word search request, see (fig. 16-18, col, 33, lines 6-65). 

With respect to claims 30, 55 and 85, Rebane discloses, the connectivity to the 
packet-switched network for the user interface device, see (fig.3, col, 14, lines 47-67 to 
col. 15, lines 1-65). 

With respect to claims 31-33, 56-58 and 86-88, Rebane discloses, the biographic 
information concerning the plurality of individuals, the self-rated levels of expertise in 
predefined categories of information selected from the group consisting of activities, 
hobbies, demographics, subjects studied, and professional affiliations, see (fig, la-g, 
col. 8, lines 61-67 to col, 8, lines 1-67 to col. 10, lines 1-5). 
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With respect to claim 34, Rebane discloses, receiving over packet-switched 
network a request from the user to receive an evaluation of information sites, see (fig. 
la-g, col. 8, lines 61-67 to col. 8, lines 1-67 to col. 10, lines 1-54, col. 13, lines 21-67 to 
col. 14, lines 1-46); retrieving (by searching, fig. 18) from a database a plurality of 
evaluations of the information sites, provided by the plurality of individuals who meet at 
least one predefined criteria selected by the user and who were previously in 
communication with the information sites over the packet-switched network for the 
plurality of information sites (fig. 18, for instance, , Store Name, Outpost.com, Mercate, 
Inc, eCost.com, etc), see (fig. 18, col. 33, lines 18-67); a plurality of individuals who 
were previously in communication with at least one of the information sites over the 
packet-switched network (Internet) and who meet at least one predefined criterion 
selected by the user, see (fig. 17, categories, col. 33, lines 7-18); and fonA^arding a 
rating based on the evaluations to the user over the packet switched network, see (fig. 
18, col. 33, lines 18-67). Rebane discloses, predefined criteria for the plurality of 
evaluations retrieved from database (fig. 18, col. 33, lines 18-67). Rebane does not 
explicitly disclose the predefined criteria to be less than a total number of evaluations 
provided by individuals previously in communication with the information sites. 
However, Rebane discloses the predefined criteria with check boxes (fig. la-g) and the 
database stores the result of survey questionnaire based on predefined categories. One 
predefined category can receive multiple answers from multiple users. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to include the predefined criteria to be less than a total number of 
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evaluations provided by individuals previously in communication with the information 
sites. Because in the survey questionnaire (internet poll or vote) based on categories, 
answers for categories are multiple answers that are more than defined categories. 

With respect to claim 59, Rebane discloses, database (col. 13, lines 21-67 to col. 
14, lines 1-46) that includes at least one evaluation of at least one of the information 
sites and network address, the evaluation provided by at least one individual who was 
previously in communication with at least one of information sites over the packet- 
switched network, see (fig. la-g, col. 8, lines 61-67 to col. 8, lines 1-67 to col. 10, lines 
1-54, col. 13, lines 21-67 to col. 14, lines 1-46); processor for developing a rating base 
on the at least one evaluation, see (col. 8, lines 35-67 to col. 9, lines 1-67); and server in 
communication with the packet-switched network for receiving a search result, 
responsive to the search request, which include network address for the plurality of 
information sites and for forwarding the rating to the users over the packet-switched 
network, see (fig. la-g, col. 8, lines 61-67 to col. 8, lines 1-67 to col. 10, lines 1-54, col. 
13, lines 21-67 to col. 14, lines 1-46); Rebane discloses rating of the information sites 
,see (fig. 18). Rebane does not explicitly discloses rating include a raking of the plurality 
of information sites. However, Rebane discloses sort Results by "Overall Rating" and 
information sites are displayed based on the request of the sort Results, (fig. 18) which 
teaches the information sites are displayed based rating that provided by users 
according to ranking request by user. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art the time of the invention was made to include rating 
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include a raking of the plurality of information sites. Because displaying information 
ranking order provides user-friendly displaying, thus user can understands easily in the 
computer displaying system. 

5. Claims 89-121 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rebane (6,662,192) in view of Gupta et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,487,538, hereinafter, 
"Gupta"). 

With respect to claim 89, Rebane discloses, acquiring search result, responsive 
to the search request, see (fig. 18, fig. la-g, col. 8, lines 61-67 to col. 8, lines 1-67 to 
col. 10, lines 1-54, col. 13, lines 21-67 to col, 14, lines 1-46) which includes network 
addresses for the plurality of information sites, the network address for the information 
sites is URL (network address, such as. Outpost .com, Ecost.com, etc., are all Internet 
address that are provided to users), see (fig. 18); selecting a plurality of individuals who 
were previously in communication with at least one of the information sites over the 
packet-switched network and who meet at predefined criterion selected by the user, see 
(fig. 17, categories, col. 33, lines 7-18); retrieving from a database a plurality of 
evaluations of at least one of the information sites, the evaluations being provided by 
the plurality of individuals who were previously in communication with the at least one of 
the information sites over the packet switched network, see (fig. 18, col. 33, lines 18- 
67); forwarding the advertisement to the user over the packet switched network, see, 
(fig. 18, col. 33, lines 18-67). Rebane does not explicitly selecting an advertisement 
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based on at least in part on information received from the user, wherein the 
advertisement selected does not contain information included in the plurality of retrieved 
evaluations. However, Gupta discloses, "Advertising space on the internet often 
appears as a banner or icon on a web page. Banners often range from 1/2-4 inches 
high and 4-81/2 inches wide. The banner or icon may be an image, text, or an image 
with text. Additionally, the banner or icon may have hyperlink or the advertiser's web 
page. Thus, if a user clicks on an advertiser's banner's banner, the user's browser will 
load the advertiser's web page, see (col. 4, lines 19-36). This teaches that the 
advertising banner is separate web browser and can be broadcasted separately with 
other web information. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art the time of the invention was made to include selecting an 
advertisement based on at least in part on information received from the user, wherein 
the advertisement selected does not contain information included in the plurality of 
retrieved evaluations in the system of Rebane. Because the banner separate web 
browser that is used as advertisement independently with other browsers in Internet 
web browser system. 



Claims 90-121 are rejected according to claims rejected in 1-62 and 64-88. 
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Conclusion 



6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Contact Information 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Isaac M Woo whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0081, The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E Breene can be reached on (703) 305-9790. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Infornnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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April 8, 2004 




